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My much regretted old friend Robert G. was an accomplished linguist, but 
was never really happy in German, although he certainly understood it well. 
He would pretend to complain about the hardness in German intonation, 
comparing it with the Romance languages, most of which he spoke perfectly: 
"Papillon, Mariposa, Farfalla, Borboleta - all sounds that evoke the gossamer 
nature of the creature. In German: SCHMETTERLING!"     

 
However, once you know that Schmetter relates to the Slavic "smetana" (= 
cream), things look a bit different. According to folk belief, witches 
transformed themselves into butterflies and stole cream from milkmaids (cf 
Butterfly and the Low German, Botterlicker/Bottervagel/Molkenklauer). 
 
What's in a name? - if you try hard, you can also pronounce "Schmetterling" sotto 
voce. But it was a good joke. Nice to know also that, in Swiss German, often 
more guttural than High German, the butterfly is a Sommervogel (= summer 
bird). Also good to note that one of the most evocative quotations about 
butterflies is in German, by Erich Maria Remarque (1898-1970): 
"Schmetterlinge taumeln heran, so sehr dem Wind hingegeben, als 
schwämmen sie auf ihm, weiße und goldene Segel der zärtlichen Luft."1 
 
Not only the Romance languages have "onomatopoeic" names - the website 
http://insecta.pro/community/8299 offers "butterfly" in 300 languages. I 
particularly like: fifoldara (Anglo Saxon), flutura (Albanian), vlindervlinder 
(Dutch), kupukupu (Balinese), pinpilinpauxa (Basque), olookolombooka (Ibu - 
Nigeria), barabulella (Corsican), mariavolavola (Sardinia) and alibangbang 
(Cebuano - Philippines).2 
 
On a much more mundane level, my generation swung in the swinging sixties 
and seventies to the swing band of James Last - in particular his version of 
Butterfly (enjoy it on https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nSkngr2BAiw). So 
whether you are still swinging to James Last, or just watching the July 
butterflies flutter by, enjoy this companion to Easter Egg, Nuts in May and June 
Moon. 

 

 Robert Middleton 2020 
Cartoons from The New Yorker 

e-mail robert@middleton.ch 
Visit my website www.pamirs.org 

All editions of Christmas Pudding etc. can be found on 
http://www.pamirs.org/Christmas-Pudding.htm 

                                                      
1 Der Weg zurück, (1931) Remarque's novel set during the first World War, the sequel to All Quiet 
on the Western Front. 
2 I now also know that my Swiss diplomat friend, Andrej Motyl, born in Czechoslovakia, is a 
butterfly. 
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Confinement confusion3 

 

 
"Who cares what it is. I'm just happy we still get delivery." 

                                                      
3 Snoopy not from The New Yorker - Thanks Hazel 



 

 
 

 
"Hey, the experts are saying it's safe to go outside again." 



 

 
Animal Antics 

 
"Every day I live in fear that our jobs will be replaced by pillows."  

 

 
"My bark is worse than my bite, and my bark is a sort of yap." 

 

 
"Just because I have a thick skin doesn't mean I'm not sensitive." 



 

 
 

 
 

 
“I realize how helpless and needy they are, but I’m afraid you still can’t 

claim a human as a dependent.” 



 

 
 

 



 

 
 
 

 
"Yes, I came back, I always come back." 



 

 
 

"Do you think oversleeping is a real thing?" 
 

 
 
 

 
"That's it - the cat has to go." 



 

Office Life - didn't you miss it? 

 
 

 



 

 
 

 



 

 
 

 



 

 
 

 



 

 
 

 



 

Doctors (please stay healthy) 
 

 
 

 



 

 
 

 



 

 
 

 



 

 
 
 

 



 

 
 

 



 

Food and Drink - Enjoy (with as much moderation as 
you can manage) 

 
 

 



 

 
 

 



 

 

 
 

 



 

 
 

 



 

 
 

 



 

 
 

 



 

God and Co. 
 

 
 

 



 

 
 

 



 

 
 

 



 

 
 

 



 

 
 

 



 

 
 

 



 

Kids (did you get used to them being at home?) 
 

 

 



 

 
 

 



 

 
 

 



 

 
 

 



 

 
 

 



 

 
 

 



 

Marriage and Love (we need all we can get) 

 
 

 



 

 
 

 



 

 
 

 



 

 
 

 



 

 
 

 



 

 
 

 
Not The New Yorker -  Thanks Philip 



 

Modern Living - we need a reboot 
 

 
 

 
 



 

 
 

 



 

 
 

 



 

 
 

 



 

 

 



 

 
 

 



 

Politics - heaven help us 
 

 



 

Some Good Advice 
 

1.  Stay in touch and be healthy. 
 

2.  Send July Butterfly to all your friends; there will be no print edition. 
 

3.  Look up back numbers of Christmas Pudding; Easter Egg, Nuts in May and June 
 Moon on http://www.pamirs.org/Christmas-Pudding.htm 
 

4.  Greet everyone with a wave and a smile. 
 

5.  Practice random acts of kindness and senseless acts of beauty.  
 

6. And don't forget to take a subscription to The New Yorker.
 https://www.newyorker.com/ 
 

 
Thalia Middleton, "Butterflies" 
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